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SUBJ: SOVIET PRESIDENT PODGORNY TO VISIT MOGADISCIO 

1 . DIPLOMATIC SOURCES REPORT THAT SOVIET PRESIDENT PODGORNY WILL 
MAKE OVERNIGHT STOP IN MOGADISCIO APRIL 2 AT END OF HIS CURRENT 
AFRICAN TOUR. HE WILL CONSULT WITH GSDR OFFICIALS DURING STOPOVER. 

2. PODGORNY’S VISIT WOULD BE CONTINUATION OF SOVIETS' HIGH-PRESSURE 
CAMPAIGN, INITIATED BY CASTRO, TO SECURE GSDR'S APPROVAL 

OF PLAN FOR FEDERATION OF PROGRESSIVE AND PRO-SOVIET STATES IN 
HORN OF AFRICA. IT SHOWS THAT SOVIETS HAVE BY NO MEANS GIVEN 
UP ON SIAD, DESPITE LATTER'S HOBNOBBING WITH SUDANESE AT TAIZ, 
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AS WELL AS HIGH-LEVEL CONCERN ON SOVIET SIDE FOR ITS INVESTMENT 
IN SOMALIA. 
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